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Short Communication

With the ongoing pandemic of coronavirus disease-2019 
(COVID-19) and its trend [1] have led to changes at many levels 
including chemical industry, tourism, travel, pharmaceutic, 
etc. All that is not without consequences on the oceans and the 
environment in general (including forests and rivers). Herein, we 
discuss to which extend the COVID-19 consequences on different 
factors related to the ecological system [2] and life homeostasis in 
oceans and on our globe in general. One on the principles practices 
recommended by health authorities is the hygiene at all levels, 
starting form hand washing and the use of alcoholic gels to surfaces 
disinfection and public places cleaning. Therefore, there have been 
a significant increase in the use of all the related products including 
medical wastes. All these generates a serious amount of chemical 
wastes in addition to all what is used for packing those products 
such as plastic bottles [3]. In addition, home confinement increases 
food consumption and other goods. Furthermore, the psychological 
impact of the confinement could also induce more alcohol and 
cigarette usage which also increases domestic wastes as well. This 
will seriously increase the pollution rates especially that most 
countries do not have efficient recycling (both for chemicals and 
materials) which is worsen by the slowdown of divers activities 
including those of the recycling stations.

 Ironically, increase pollution might worsen medical COVID-19 
impact on the polluted region [4]. Furthermore, the pollution leads 
to develop or worsen numerous diseases [5, 6] such as which would 
increase the vulnerability to the individuals to a number of diseases 
such as COVID-19 itself.  On the other hand, other signs of pollution 
(such as air pollution) have been reported to significantly decrease 
following the economic lock down and the home confinements 
that lead to an industrial waste and gas (that results from industry 
and transport). This lead to a “purification” of the air via reducing 
air pollution [7].  Indeed, suspended air traffic, road traffic, 
individuals working from home has reduced the emissions.  The 
final environmental impact would not only depend on how these 
two directions (those reducing pollution and those increasing it) 
go but also for how long the situation will remain. In fact, with 
the restart of the economy is some countries that have overcome 
the critical phase of COVID-19, it is expected that the industrial 
wastes and emissions will quickly increase since the activities will 
resume with an increases power in order to make up the period 
of the industrial shutdown. Therefore, could come back in a more 
severe form. However, the effect of COVID-19 on the environment 

including the fats air quality improvement [8, 9] leaves us with a 
hope that there is still time to save the planet and faster that we 
could imagine if the right decisions are taken. This is of a particular 
importance especially after we have seen what we are able to do 
and we can scape in our daily lives among what we thought to be 
required. 
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