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To the Moon and Not Back; Full Moon & Fatal 
Motorcycle Accidents
Fatal motorcycle crashes

Figure 1: Transitory distraction is an important cause for 
fatality in road traffic accidents as it clarifies an indefinite.

Road traffic accidents, involving Motorcycles is one of the 
most common cause of mortality in this modern world. In fact, 
the mortality due to motorcycle accidents have amplified in recent 
times. For millions of adults, driving the motorcycle may be one of  

 
the most dangerous behaviour affianced in routine life. Transitory  
distraction is an important cause for fatality in road traffic accidents 
as it clarifies an indefinite (Figure 1) of fatal motorcycle crashes. [1]

How does the moon distract?
A full moon is a spring of captivation since time immemorial. It 

befalls for about 12 in a year. [2] Recent research reveals that fatal 
motorcycle accidents take place because of noticeable distraction 
of the motorcyclist’s concentration deviated to the full moon. [3] 
The full moon owns a few features like larger size, bright luminance 
and sporadic abrupt onset (As the full moon unpredictably 
appears after being corked) that captivates stimulus motivated 
attention. [1] In particular, glancing at the full moon takes away 
the motorcyclist’s contemplation off the road, which results in 
forfeiture control while driving. [4] The full moon may also lead 
to aberrations in adjoining traffic demeanours, like side-tracking 
erstwhile motorists or pedestrians from noticing an onrushing 
motorcycle [5]. A Population based cross sectional analysis studied  
13,029 motorcycle mortalities that happened in United States from 
1975 to 2014 a long duration of 40 years. They found that the full 
moon is allied with an amplified risk of fatal motorcycle accidents. 
The studies from the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia also 
showcased the amplified risk of mortality in motorcycle crashes 
during the full moon [1].
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Tips for safe driving in a full moon night

1. During a full moon, the motorcyclist has to be extra careful 
while driving.

2. While riding Constant attention should be focused only 
on driving, Usage of mobile phones and Bluetooth audio 
headphones has to strictly avoided while driving.

3. Following the standard safety procedures such as increasing 
visibility, protective clothing and upholding the motorcycle in 
a good condition. 

4. Adapting safety precautions such as using a helmet, following 
traffic rules strictly, triggering headlights, skimming through 
the surface of the road for defects, being cautious of left side-
moving vehicles, and avoiding stunts while riding.

5. Avoid momentary loss of attention span due to distractions, 
even if distracted regain the attention immediately [1]. 
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