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Introduction
Failure to passage a part or all of the allantochorionic membrane 

with or without the amniotic membranes within a prescribed 
period of the time after parturition is known as Retention of the 
Fetal Membranes (RFM). The length of time for expulsion of 
placenta in mare varies among authors from 30 minutes to 6-12 
hours Vandeplassche [1], Blanchard [2] and Provercher [3]. This 
condition is reported to occur with a frequency of 2 to 10.5% in 
draught horses Allen [4]. The portion of the membranes most 
likely to be retained and the condition occurs more frequently in 
mares which have undergone abortion, dystocia, embryotomy and 
caesarean section Vandeplassche [1]. 

Case History and Clinical Observations

A fifteen years old Kathiawari mare aborted at 9 months 
pregnancy was presented to TVCC, Deesa with a time elapse of 8 
hours for membrane expulsion. The animal showed the signs of 
colic along with rapid and shallow respiration, congested mucus 
membrane and 100oF rectal temperatures. The fetal membranes 
were protruding from the vulvar lips to a length of approximately 
10cm. The animal had unusual gait and bear more weight on the rear 
limbs than the forelimbs. The per-vaginal examination revealed the 
presence of adhered fetal membranes to the endometrium and the 
case was diagnosed as post abortion retention of fetal membranes. 

Treatment and Discussion

The mare was secured by hobbling the limbs. The perineum 
was washed, cleaned and dried. The assistant hold the tail to one 
side and ointment Barrier (Terpineol B.P. vet 3% w/w) cream 
was applied on the gloved hands. The portion of placenta hanging  

 
outside the vulva was held with one hand and the placenta was 
twisted gently in a rope fashion (Figure 1). The other hand was 
carefully introduced along the twisted placenta to the area of 
attachment in the uterus between the placenta and endometrium. 
The tips of the fingers were pressed between the endometrium 
and the chorion and the villi were detached, as the allantochorion 
gradually freed it was taken up by further twisting of the detached 
mass. The attachment was found firmer than usual may be the 
case resulted after abortion. The complete placenta was removed 
(Figure 2). Two boluses of antibiotics were placed in the uterus after 
removal of the placenta. The mare was parenterally administered 
with Inj. Intamox 4.5g (Intas Pharmaceutical), Inj. Gynotocin 50 IU 
[Svizera (ACE)], Inj. Anistamin 10ml (Intas Pharmaceutical) and 
Inj. Tetanus toxoid 5ml (Glaxo Smith Kline) intramuscularly. The 
owner was advised to repeat the antibiotic treatment for 3 days 
and to reduce the quantity of roughages and to eliminate the grains 
completely from the diet for a week. Mare recovered uneventfully 
after the treatment. Ishii [5] opined for the administration of 
Oxytocin at dosage of 50 IU and uterine irrigation in mare placental 
retention. However, no attempt was made to lavage the uterus in 
the present case. Azawi and Taha [6] opined that neither flushing 
the uterus nor removal of the placenta is indicated in mares with 
retained placenta. They treated the retention of placenta in mare 
by antibiotics, Oxytocin injection and lavaged the uterus at 3rd day 
post foaling with normal saline and antibiotic. Arthur [7] suggested 
that manual removal of retained placenta in mare may results in 
hemorrhage, delayed uterine involution, endometrial damage and 
uterine prolapse. No such complications were observed in the 
present case. 
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Figure 1: Twisting of placenta in rope fashion for manual 
removal.

Figure 2: Manually removed placenta.
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